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JloW It Jiappens That There
"VViH Not S0 a Leap

Tear ^gaiq for
Eight Years.

One hundred and fifty babies (In round
numbers) In this big city will not have a

birthday for eight long years. The reason
for this Is that they were unlucky enough
to be born a week ago yesterday. That
day was February 29.the extra day which
makes this a "leap year."
Now, it so happens that every four hun¬

dred years there comes a year that ought
to be a leap year, but It Isn't. And in
four years one of these odd years that
ought to be a leap year, but Isn't a leap
year, comes around. So It happens that
the babies who were born on Saturday
[week will be eight years old before they
pan get hold of a day to celebrate as

their first birthday. The returns are r.ot

time of the Council of Nice In the year
325 A. D. the 2oth of M\rrh fell on
the 21 st, and when the reforcr tlon of the
calendar was made In 1852 1 had retro¬
graded to the 11th. In order, hen, to re¬
store the equinox to its propel time Pope
Gregory XIII. directed ten days to be
suppressed in the calendar.

In order to keep the calendar rlfcht In the
future, the arrangement vsas mac.} which
brings about the exceptional occurence at
the coming of the next leap year aftir 1896.
As the error of the Julian iiitercaiiiion

of one day every four years was calculate!
to amount to three days in 400 years, Greg¬
ory, by the advice of an astronomer in
Naples, ordered the intercalation to be omit¬
ted Jn all the century years excepting those
that are multiples of 400. According to the
Gregorian rules of Intercalation, therefore,
every year of which the number is divisible
by four without a remainder Is a leap year
(with twenty-nine days to February), ex¬

cepting the ceuturial years, which are only
leap jears when divisible by four after
omitting the two ciphers.
Thus, 1600 was a leap year, but 1700, 1800

and 1900 are not leap years. The year 2000
will be a Iacp year, but 2100 will not; so
that it will be two centuries before there
is a succession of eight years without a
leap year. Hence the reason for 1896 being
an exceptional leap year.
The Gregorian system was at once intro¬

duced into Spain, Portugal, part of Italy,
and Kome. Soon after it was adopted by
France and the Catholic States of Ger¬
many. But the Protestant States of Ger¬
many kept the Julian system till 1700,
when the new style was adopted. Russia
still holds to the Julian reckoning. In Great
Britain the new style was* successfully
opposed by popular prejudice. But the
inconvenience of using different dates from
those in use in the greater part of Europe,
in matters of history and chronology, began
to be felt; and in 1751 an act of Parlia¬
ment was passed adopting the new style
In all public and legal transactions.

NOT A GOOD IRISHMAN.

The Appellate Court Renders a Decision
In a Theatrical Suit That May Cost

Denman Thompson $5,000.
A decision has been rendered by the Ap¬

pellate Court which may cost Actor Den¬
man Thompson, of "Old Homestead" fame,
the sum of $5,000, and which Is Interesting
both to lawyers and laymen on account of
its unique character.
Eight years ago Wayne Ellis, a well-

known playwright, wrote a play called
"Rich and Poor," the hero of which was

one Tom Nolan, an Irish character. Ellis
sold the play to Denman Thompson for

I.V.

THE FIRST LE;
all In yet at the Bureau of Vital Statistics,
but there will be between one hundred and
tifty and one hundred and sixty of these un¬

fortunates.
The llrst baby registered as being born

on February 29, 1896, was born In the
Sloane Maternity Hospital. The child has
not yet been named, and the rule of the
Maternity Hospital authorities is not to
give out the name of the parents.

This is also a remarkable leap year for
th .^e who plunged Into matrimonial Int rica¬
cies unthinkingly on February 29 last.
They will not be troubled with wedding
anniversaries of any-' kind for eigftt years,
and even after this long wait the eighth an¬

niversary is not considered a special one.

Those who had relatives or friends die on

this odd date will not have the privilege
of expressing their sentiments on a simi¬
lar date for eight years more.

All this upset in calculations and anni¬
versaries is the result "of the calendar
keeping us a few minutes ahead every four
years of what it should till in the year 1900
iwe will be compelled to drop a whole day
to get back where we should be.
Ladles of an uncertain age, who watch

and pray for leap year as regularly as it
comes around, fos the opportunities It of-
ers them to obtain either a husband or a

'lk dress, will be as much disappointed
'ir years from now as the children and
?rs who will go without anniversaries,
a the New .Woman will be as unfortu¬

nate as her more prim and sedate sister.
Many people are puzzled over the recur-
ence of an additional day every four
/ears, and many more are ignorant as to
lie cause of the lapse of eight years be-
ore we will have another leap year after
als.
The ancient year consisted of ten months.

March opened the year, till Numa added
January at the beginning and February at
the end. In the year 52, B. C., February
nas shunted into second place. Julius Cae¬
sar was anxious to make the civil year.orrespond with the solar year and therebykeep the seasons in their proper places.He considered that the solar year consist¬
ed of 365'/4 days and gave 31 days to each
of the odd months, and 30 days to each of
the even months.except February which
zot 29 days to make up the total. Augustus
Caesar, however, assigned, for personal
reasons, 31 days to ivugust, the eighthmonth, and took It off February.There was still the quarter of a day
in provided for, and Julius Caesar decreedthat every fourth year should have threehundred and sixty-six days in order to re¬
store the vernal equinox to March 25. Feb¬
ruary was selected as the month to receive
>he extra day, as it was the shortest month,
further adjustments were afterward made
.nd in forty-eight years the Spring equi-
ox restored to its proper day. The solar
ear, however, was eleven minutes and
ourteen seconds shorter than the three
undred and sixty-five and one-quarter
ays. making a difference of one day in
ne hundred and twenty-eight years, so as
]eaJe tb* same time between January 1

nd the vernal equinox. In the course of a
ew centuMes the equinox retrograded tow-.11 the bediming of tho year, and at the,

YEAR BABY.
^

$5,000 upon the agreement that the play,
when produced, should prove a reasonable
success. Fall River was decided upon as
the place at which to try the new play
"on the dog," and it was produced there
shortly afterward for two nights and then
abandoned.
Thompson refused to pay the ?5,000 on

the ground that the play was not a good
or successful one. Mr. Ellis thereupon
brought suit through Lawyer Frederick
Hemming, to recover the amount. The
case was brought to trial before JudgeDonahue, then of the Supreme Court bench.In establishing the fact that the piay had
been, as the contract required, a reasonable
success, expert tljeatrieal managers were
called, who testified to that effect, and also
that the only weak point in the production
was Denman Thompson himself. Ellis
sought to establish the fact, through these
witnesses, that Thompson, from long-con-tinued experience as a Yankee dialect
actor, had become so saturated with the
New England twang and mannerisms as to
neutralize his ability to play any other
character part successfully; that the suc¬
cess of "Rich and Poor" depended upon the
acceptable portrayal of the Irish character
part of Tom Nolan, and that Thompson
made this part more of a Yankee than an
Irteh Impersonation, hence, destroying the
value of the production. The expert testi¬
mony introduced was excluded by JudgeDonahue, and not allowed to go to the jury.An appeal was taken and last week the
oase was argued before the AppellateCourt, which has rendered a decision revers¬
ing the ruing of Judge Donohue in exclud¬
ing the expert testimony, and re-establish¬
ing the facts. This decision gives Mr. Ellis
an opportunity to recover the price of his
play, unless "Josh Whitcomb" can prove
to the satisfaction of the Court that he is
as good an Irishman as he is a Yankee.

£ eoioNiAL
MUSEUM.

Plaqs for the
famous Old Van

Gortlaqdt Mansioq.
FOR RELIGS OF

TPE REVOLUTION.
Jlistoric Associations to

Bb Kept Up by the So¬
ciety of Goloqial

Daises.
The famous old Van Cortlandt mansion,

one of the historic relics of Van Cortlandt
Park, Is to become a museum for colonial
relics. At last Monday's meeting of the
Park Commissioners the building was
turned over to the Society of Colonial
Dames of the State of New York for this
purpose, and steps will be taken at once to
prepare the mansion for its new use.
The plan to concentrate in one public ex¬

hibition the great number of colonial relics
owned by the members of this society and
their friends, is not a new one, although
the organization has long had its applica¬
tion for the Van Cortlandt mansion before
the Park Board. The conditions of the per-
mission received last week were that the
restaurant which has been run In the base¬
ment so long shall be continued, and that
the building shall be used as General Fitz¬
gerald's headquarters on field days, when
the troops use the parade ground In the
Park.
The Colonial Dames Intend to have a

large collection of colonial relics as a per¬
manent public exhibit. The house Itself is
a historic mansion, full of colonial memo¬
ries, and harmonizes well with the plan. A
room will be set aside for General Fitzger¬
ald's headquarters, and the basement for
the restaurant, but the rest of the old
building will be fitted up for the relics.
Admission will be without charge. The
grounds will be fixed up and kept in order.
which cannot be said for them now.and
the interior of the mansion will be re-dec¬
orated and fitted up In colonial style.
Pome patriotic celebrations have also

been planned by the Colonial Dames, and
the proximity of the parade ground and
the historic connections of the old mansion
mate it a particularly appropriate spot for
this purpose. The founding of a flag day
for the schools of New York is one of these
schemes, and if the "American Guard," as
the cadets in the public schools are known,
can be gotten to co-operate with the Dames,
there will be a big drill and ceremony on
the parade ground each year, in connection
with the raising of the flag.
The Van Cortlandt mansion should not be

confused with the Van Cortlandt manor
house, which is even more famous in co¬
lonial history, and which Is situated on the
banks of the Hudson River, near the mouth
of the Croton River. The latter is one of
the most ancient manor houses in the coun¬
try and belonged to the oldest son of the
famous Van Cortlandt family, Stephanus.
The Van Cortlandt mansion is at the

lower end of Van Cortlandt Park, and with-i
In a stone's throw of the Van Cortlandt
station on the New York & Northern Rail¬
road. It belonged to the descendants of
the second son of the original Van Cort¬
landt, Jacobus.he who married Eva
Philipse. It came into possession of the
Park Department when the new parks in
the annexed district were secured, and
since then has been little used. For five or
six vears it was the home of Sergeant W.
H. Hodgins, of the Park police, whose fam¬
ily lived there as caretakers. Since they
were evicted it has had few occupants, ex¬
cept for the restaurant and the occasional
visits of General Fitzgerald.
Washington made his headquarters In

this old Van Cortlandt mansion many times
during the last two years of the revolution.
It was from there he planned and conduct¬
ed his famous coup, when he withdrew all
the Continental troops from their camp
just north of the British, who were then in
possession of Manhattan Island, and be¬
gan the famous march to Yorktown, where
the surrender of Coi-nwallis practically de-
elded the war In favor of American inde¬
pendence. Leaving camp fires burning
brightly on all the hills within sight of the
British outposts, he withdrew nis army
stealthilv in the night, crossed the river at
Dobbs Ferry, and was far on his way
across New Jersey before the British knew
of his ruse.

. .One division of his army had camped
upon the hills lust back of the mansion and
part of what is now Van Cortlandt "Park,
and it was from these heights that the
flickering camp flres deceived the British.
After his victory at Yorktown, Washington
returned to his camp north of the city, and
stayed three days at the Van Cortlandt
mansion In 1783. while waiting for the
enemy to evacuate New York.

FISH HATCHED BY HENS.

An Extraordinary Industry Which Has
Been Developed in China to Sup¬

ply the Fish Markets.
The hens of China lead busy lives. When

not engaged in hatching out a brood of their
own kind they are put to the additional
and novel task of hatching fish eggs.
Chinese cheap labor collects the spawn of
fish, from the water's edge, places it in an
empty eggshell, which is then hermetically
sealed with wax, and places it under the
unsuspecting sitting hen.
After some days the eggshell Is removed

and carefully broken, and the spawn which
has been "warmed into life, is emptied
into a shallow pool well warmed by the
sun. Here the minnows that soon develop
are nursed until strong enough to be
turned into a lake or stream.

THE VAN CORTLANDT HANSION.

BILL NYE AND MIS
Drawn by Mf. Nye.
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BILL NYE

ON
THANKSGIVING.
An Unpublished
Manuscript by
the Dead
Humorist.

Personally most every one has something
to be thankful for. For Instance, though
my turkeys have been snatched away by
the hand of death and certain other par¬
ties, whose names I have not yet been able
to obtain, I am told by my physician that

turkey Is not good for me, and that I ought
to eat gluten bread and <^rink branch water

all this year In order to be well. So I am

[thankful, moderately so at least.
As a nation we may be thankful that we

are at peace with all other nations, and
that there Is an unmistakable and deter-
rained effort all over the country to re¬

arrange and purify the wicked and de¬
structive methods peculiar to the conduct
of municipal government. Beginning with
that mighty municipal abscess known as

New York, the cry has been taken up by
the press and people generally, wibh good
results.
Again I notice with much pleasure the

laudable ambition for better roads. Civiliza¬
tion can never be anything but a name

where people live In a land of trails and
trials, and go from place to place guided
only by the sense of smell. The Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
is a hollow sham and delusion, where
dumb brutes are urged by a higher order
of brute through mire and sand over im¬
passible grades. We have graded our

schools, let us grade our roads.

Gradually, too, there appears a wider
and more hopeful condition In the matter
of religion, and some day there will come

the universal religion, which will pay more

attention to general goodness and less to
line fences; a religion of good feeling, good
health, good food, good air and comfortable
clothes; a comfortable religion, with more

general Joy In It and less misguided gloom;
a religion that devotes less time to re¬

hearsals and more to spontaneous good; a

religion that wastes fewer precious mo¬

ments on scolding and reproaches and puts
In more time reducing sorrow to a mini¬
mum; in short, a religion that is more use¬

ful and less ornamental.
Then the money that now goes Into a

score of struggling, empty, half-supported,
Ill-attended institutions, will be used to
build one comfortable, comodious edifice,
where multitudes will be cheered by beau¬
tiful music and taught, not scolded or

scared or cajoled; where actual Intellec¬
tual food may be had, instead of the bran
and the julceless, Joyless shavings of argu¬
ment fed to those who for centuries behind
the green goggles of mistaken faith have
chewed this durable cud of doctrine; a re¬

ligion full of hope and humanity, with
food that is more mental and less detri¬
mental. God speed the day. It will be one
full of thanksgiving, a thanksgiving that
will last forever, and no Governor will
have to tell us when it comes.
Then every day will be Thanksgiving by-

and-byit. BILL NYE.

MICROBES THAT TRAVEL|
It Has Been Found in a Curious Way That

Disease Germs Ar« Now Trans¬
mitted on Postage Stamps.

And now the microbe will catch the
philatelist "If he don't watch out." A Dr.
Unna has discovered that the germs of
many dread diseases are sent on their
travels by postage stamps.
A patient came to the doctor recently

suffering from a peculiar parasitical growth
In the beard. The doctor, who seems to be
a Bort of medical Sherlock Holmes, made
a minute and microscopical examination,
and at once recognized the disease as
"piedra," which affliction is peculiar to
British Columbia.

t ,.The patient said that he had never been
In British Columbia, but that he had
friends In that country with whom he was
In frequent communication by mail. Being
a collector of postage stamps, he was in tlie
habit of removing them and pasting them
in his album.

,The doctor at once gave as his opinion
that the gum on a postage stamp Is an
Ideal carrier of microbes, and that any
disease that it may retain from the appli¬
cation of the tongue. In removing stamps,
even when the moistening is done
with a sponge, may be transferred.
Collectors will do well to study up the
prevalent diseases of foreign lands, and
when the microbe from India. China or
South America gets in its work they may
be able to diagnose their own cases with¬
out being subjected to an examination un¬
der the cathode ray.

MjiEJflHE FOR
BURIJklZ.

Jkn InVention to
Present Occidents

at Funerals.
INTERMENT M£DE

fiVTOWATIGALLY.
This Ingenious I{eW

Wetliod Soon to Bb
in Operation in .

IJbW York.
An ingenious mechanical contrivance for

lowering coffins Into their graves after
the manner of the trap-doors of modern
theatres Is being experimented with dally
in Cypress Hills Cemetery.
The device works automatically, and en¬

ables a man of very slight stature to bury
a very heavy coffin with ease. It is meant
to do away with the greweome association
of scenes of burial as far as possible. If
this unique cemetery trap-door be gen¬
erally introduced, there will be no more of
the distressing accidents one reads about
when the ropes used for lowering a body
break or slip.
The apparatus consists of a wooden

frame about six Inches square, which fits
exactly on the head of the grave. Inside
this framework is an ingenious piece of
mechanism with an arrangement of cogs
and pulleys which are worked by hydrau¬
lic power. The machine is operated by
means of a hydraulic cylinder, filled with
chemically pure glycerine, a non-freezing
compound, and requires no refilling for a
number of years. All the active parts are
within the frame, and are made either of
steel or of bronze. This Insures lightness
and durability.
At a burial the framework is placed bythe edge of the grave. The casket is

placed on waterproof hempen straps, which
run transversely across the framework.
These straps will bear a weight of 2,000
pounds, so that no accident from breakage
can possibly occur. At a given signal the
operator places his foot on a treadle, as
shown in the illustration, and the coffin
Is lowered automatically Into the grave,without Jar or stoppage.
The speed can be regulated at will, and

while its descent can be made in twenty-
five seconds, it may be regulated so as to
take a minute or more. When the coffin
has settled at the bottom, a pull at the
cords attached to the strap hooks releases
them, and the straps are worked back on
their rollers by means of a lever. During
all this time the frame remains closed. No
machinery Is seen In operation. The frame
is removed after the crave has been closed.
The use of this machine has its humorous

as well as its pathetic side. A working
model Is in operation at the office of the
company. One Is Irresistibly reminded of
the traps used In a theatre for the intro¬
duction of the Ghost In "Hamlet," or the
disappearance of the clown or harlequin in
a pantomime. In fact, the Inventor ap^
pears to have borrowed the idea from this
source.
Be this as it may, however, undertakers

are enthusiastic over the machine. It is
proposed to make use of It soon in Green¬
wood and Woodlawn cemeteries. Orders
have been received for a number of ma¬
chines from European countries. The ma¬
chine has been tested at the Cemetery of
Pere la Chaise in Paris and Kensal Green
Cemetery, London, where it has given great
satisfaction.
The idea of the invention occurred to the

originator as the result of a deplorable
accident which happened at the interment
of a friend. The scene at the graveside
made such a deep Impression upon her sen¬
sitive temperament.for the Inventor
is a woman.that has never rested
until she has formulated this ma¬
chine, which Is the result of
years of careful experiment, both In the
way of research and mechanical experi¬
ments. The Idea, of course, was to place
upon the market a machine which, from
its simplicity in construction, durability
and fheapness, should recommend itself to
all practical men. The patentee has spent
large sums of money in travelling over the
United States and bringing her invention
before superintendents of cemeteries, un¬
dertakers and others who are interested in
this question.

SUITS AGAINST THE "L."

Over 1,200 Filed Against the Company
in a Year, but Few

Tried.

The entire time of one of the seventeen
Justices of the Supreme Court is occupied
In the trial of cases brought against the
elevated railroad company. Last year over

1,200 suits against the company were filed
in the Superior, Common Pleas and Su¬
preme Courts. Of these 800 were on the
Supreme Court calendar, 350 in the Su¬
perior Court and about 50 in the Court of
Common Pleas. This year all of the suits
against the company are brought in the
Supreme Court and will be tried In the
equity part before a judge without a
jury.
Of the 800 cases In the Supreme Court

last year about 75 were actually tried. In
30 cases in which decisions were rendered,
damages against the railroad company for
about $90,000 were found.
The amount of damages asked in each

case was comparatively small. But each
plaintiff is entitled to a separate trial, and
a claim for $1,000 may take up as much
time in trial as one for ten times that. sum.
The suits all grow out of claims for dam¬
ages to the "easements," light and air,
of property facing on streets on which theelevated road Is built.

BOGUS MONEYBY THE TON.

Uncle Sam Is Going to Burn a

Lot of It in a Blast
Furnace.

Fire tons of counterfeit money, machines
and other of the paraphernalia necessary
to the manufacture of the "queer" will be
destroyed In Washington within a few
days.
So great a quantity of material of this

sort has been collected during the last year
in the Secret Service Division of the Treas¬
ury that its destruction has become neces¬

sary. Just now it is carefully put away in
boxes and packages, each labelled with a
record of its contents. As much care is
taken of bad money as of good money, be¬
cause it would never do to have the coun¬
terfeits get into circulation again through
neglect. Every penny in bogus coin or

paper must be strictly accounted for, and
a deficit would be considered as serious a
matter as a theft from the casb room.
A feW days from now the Secretary of

the Treasury will select three of his most
trusted men and appoint them a committee
to superintend the destruction of the prod¬
ucts of criminal Ingenuity at present on
hand. Every package will be opened In
their presence, and they will watch the
counting of the contents, which must cor¬
respond to the memoranda in the record
book. Finally, all of the coin, as well as
metal tools and other apparatus, will be
carried downstairs and put aboard one of
the big ironclad wagons which are used bythe department for carrying money. The
wagon, guarded by armed men and fol¬lowed by the committee in a carriage, will
proceed to the Washington Navy Yard.By a special arrangement with the Sec¬
retary of the Navy, one of the great blastfurnaces in the gunshop will be placed atthe disposal of the committee. The weightypackages will be taken from the wagon andstacked up in front of the furnace, whichis like unto that one which was seventimes heated. Into it the stuff will be
unceremoniously shovelled.the coin firstand then the counterfeiters' machines, en¬
graved steel plates for false notes, imple¬ments of various kinds, etc. Such things
as jimmies and brass knuckles go with
the rest. In the lot will be a great quan¬tity of metal tokens, representing money,such as are used by manufacturing and
mining companies, particularly in the
South, for paying their employes. Many

BURNING COUNT
of these tokens, the use of which is for¬
bidden by law, bear a rough resemblance
to United States coins.
Together with the lot go in not a few

things of odd sorts. Among them are ad¬
vertising tags of tin, made in rude Imi¬
tation of silver quarters. These are not in¬
tended to serve a criminal purpose, but
the Secret Service gobbles them just the
same. The law says that nothing in the
likeness of any security of the United
States shall be permitted. In the collection
now on hand are a number of so-called
coin clusters, Intended for paper weights.
They represent clusters of gold and silver
pieces Of course, nobody could pass them
as monev, but they come under the statute,
and, besides, there Is a special objection to
them. Coin counterfeiters are apt to have
a few of them on hand, so that if caught
they may pretend that they were merely
engaged in the manufacture of paper
W
The groat majority of false coins are

made with plaster moulds Such moulds are
carried to the Navy Yai\l with the rest of
the material, but are not put into the fur¬
nace. They are merely knocked to pieces
with hammers, which is an equally effective
method of destroying them. What is cast
into the furnace, including the machinery
and tools, is melted and reduced to un¬
recognizable shape. It is sold eventually
bv the Navy Department as so much old
metal. There is a small amount of silver
in it, inasmuch as bogus silver pieces are
always plated with silver nowadays by the
up-to-date counterfeiter.
Thus far nothing has been said of the

way in which the paper counterfeits are
destroyed. They are put into a big tank
with hot water and acids and are cooked
and stirred about for many hours, until at
length they are reduced to the condition of
nulu. The pulp is dried, pressed into thick
sheets and sold for PaP<!1"
process Is the same as that which is ap¬
plied to the damaged paper money-re¬
deemed by the Treasury. Into the great
vat a few days hence will go large quan¬
tities of "flash money," which term is used
to describe the printed advertisements in
imitation of the national currency, with
which the country is at all times flooded,
notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the
Government to suppress them. They are
confiscated wherever the detectives of the
Secret Service come across them. Calen¬
dars bearing likenesses of silver certifi¬
cates and hat bands with representations
of gold coins come under this head. Not
long ago a large number of soda water
checks resembling nickel pieces were seized
In Chicago.

NOW FOR
EOLOSjEUM.

NeW York Feeds
One, aud jiere

Is a Location.
mwi PARK -

RESERVOIR SITE.
Just the Locality Desired

for a Place of Amuse¬
ment That Every¬

body Wants.
Why should not New York have Its great

public amusement pl^ce similar to the
Colosseum of the ancient Romans- for the
encouragement of mar,]y sports and the
holding of National and international
games? Why not use Bryant Park reser¬
voir for that purpose?

It Is not even necessary to build the pro¬
posed amphitheatre. it stands almost
ready for occupancy. it Is the Bryant
Park reservoir, whose massive gray walls
have frowned upon Fifth avenue for the
past generation. Whjie still partially em.
ployed as part of the water system, It has
admittedly lost Its original Importance,
and, according to the »?ity authorities, could
be dispensed with altogether at a few
days' notice.

ERFEIT .AONEY.
France has Its National Theatre, and

why should not N \y York have Its amphi¬
theatre, conducte* under the auspices of
the city governm ,t? The proceeds, after
deducting runni*: expenses, would be de¬
voted to support. )g the city poor. Bene.
fits for worthy re ipients are generally well
attended, and tb charitable nature of the
enterprise would induce many to lend their ,

patronage, but it is far from the Intentions
of the promotors of the scheme that char¬
ity should be call d upou to draw her cloak
over bad perforn .nces or mismanagement
in any form. <> the contrary, It Is recog¬
nized that the d awing powers of the am¬
phitheatre would depend chiefly on the ex¬
cellency of the en srtainment afforded. An¬
other factor that wtould enter largely into
the success of tli amphitheatre would be
the price of adm< <ion. The scale of prices
that obtains in 1 ie Paris Temple of Thes-
pls, under the t ye of the people's repre¬
sentatives, comc within the limits of the
purses of the m: ;ses. Tli^y would be the
support of the n vel enterprise, just as the
wealthy are of g and opera.
A popular feat re that would go far-to¬

ward helping thi scheme on the high road
to success would be to have athletic carni¬
vals In which the lists would not only bo
open to professlr -ral athletes. Some of
the ideas of Wa er Besant,- employed in
the People's Pal ce could be well trans¬
ported. The mar ,es could be made to feel
that the amphi heatre had been created
for their special -dltication, and that they,
as tax-payers nd citizens, had a pro¬
prietary intere? in It.
In Winter a glass roof could be built

on a plan tha would admit of It being
taken apart in Summer. Those who have
witnessed the transformation of old Castle
Garden Into the pleasing looking aquarium
will not doubt for an Instant that the mas¬
sive pile In Brya tt Park could be so re¬
modelled as to 1' ,>e Its present uninviting
appearance. Wh ie the arena would not
be of sufficient dimensions for a foot¬
ball field, an i. .eal track could be built.
That this Is possible is seen from the

fact that the a ea is capable of accom¬
modating a buil< :ng having a ground plan
of 184,000 squar > feet, while the seating
accommodation n ed only be limited by the
height of the structure, and may be great¬
ly augmented by proper interior arrange¬
ments. The propf rty in question Is bound¬
ed on the north by Forty-second street,
where it has a fr ,ntage of 400 feet; on the
east by Fifth a t>nue, with a lineal meas¬
urement of 46P feet; on the south by for¬
tieth street, showing the same depth as on
the northerr boundary. Bryant Park marks
its wester^ .ermination.
Ever si je the fact was demonstrated,

several y a.rs ago, that the old reservoir
had prac ically lost its usefulness, various
plans fo utilizing the site have been
brought .forward. All that is necessary for
the doin;» away of the old basin Is the
dlsconnec ;.Ion of the mains through which
it now t ansmits the water from the low
pressure reservoir at Central Park to the
Murray Iill mansions and connecting them
with the new high pressure system.
Among the plans for utilizing the site

of the n servolr have been suggestions that
the gran He walls be razed and the space
devoted to the enlargement of Bryant
Park, on(> of the most popular breathing
grounds ii the city. Still another Idea was
that the fc:pace occupied by the structure
might be deyoted to the site of an armory
for one of New York's crack regiments.
But this also fell through. Then came the
Idea of a zoological garden winch in its
scope was no only to rival the ( entra.
Park menageri», but even to eclipse any¬
thing in the ' orld. It was also proposed
to establish th Tllden Library on the site.
And now coi aes this new, feasible and

grand Idea. T rom time Immemorial the
mind of man 1 as turned to recreation, and,
naturally.to tL construction of buildings In
which they m ght gather to witness their
favorite gam The modern athletic clubs,
race tracks 1 nd bicycle tracks ara merely
outgrowths f the ancient amphitheatres
adapted to he changes of the taste for
amusement, why not, therefore, an Amer¬
ican Colosse -m?
There are i, iany architects in the city who

could transf rm the old reservoir Into a
building rivi ling the Colosseum, but the
plan now siu jested is to do away with the
massive wal aud erect an entirely new;
building.AUTOMATIC BURIAL INVENTION.


